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This Newsletter requires
your participation. We
would like to hear your
experiences in
implementing good
waste management
practices in Hong Kong or
overseas. If you have an
interesting story to tell,
please write to me at
david.pegg@arup.com
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Blueprint Progress Report
In May 2013 the Environment Bureau issued the “Hong Kong
Blueprint for Sustainable Use of Resources, 2013 to 2022
(“the Blueprint”)” and followed it up in February 2014 with
“A Food Waste and Yard Waste Plan for Hong Kong, 2014 to
2022” (“the Plan”). In the Winter 2013/2014 edition of
Wasteline the editorial reviewed the progress on
implementing the initiatives put forward in the Blueprint
nearly one year after it was issued. Wasteline concluded that
the Blueprint and the Plan were full of good ideas even if a
lot of them were earlier ideas repackaged, and that the
environmental credentials of the Secretary for the
Environment and the Undersecretary were recognized.
However it was doubted whether government could easily
gain approval for the “3+1” programme for extensions to the
three existing landfills and the construction of a new waste‐
to‐energy incinerator because both the public at large, and
LEGCO in particular, wanted all the initiatives in the Blueprint
and the Plan to go forward together. Grave doubts were also
expressed over the proposed siting of the first new
incinerator at Shek Kwu Chau. In summary the Blueprint was
considered to be a comprehensive, sensible document but
government needed to be more candid and open with the
public, and particularly LEGCO, to ensure that the whole plan
could be taken forward holistically.
It is now four years since the Blueprint was issued and the
term of the present Administration is almost over. What has
happened in the last three years? A great deal of political
capital has been expended in getting the “3+1” programme
approved by LEGCO. Studies have been carried out,
committees have reported and pilot schemes have been
undertaken on waste charging and waste separation at
source but so far there is no legislation in place and no
community‐wide agreement on the best way to proceed with
implementing these two key initiatives.
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The Blueprint required the per capita MSW disposal rate to
be reduced by 20% from 2011 figures by the year 2017 but
instead the per capita MSW disposal rate has continued to
climb. Figures from EPD’s website show that the per capita
disposal rate of municipal solid waste (MSW) actually
increased by over 9% from 2011 to 2015, from 1.27 kg per
person per day to 1.39, mostly because of an increase in
solid waste generated by the commercial and industrial
sectors. Although some progress has been made in the
recycling field with the WEEE facility in EcoPark and the
OWTF in North Lantau about to come on stream to recycle
electrical and electronic waste and process food waste
respectively, it appears that more effort is being put into
the “disposal” end of the waste management hierarchy
(landfills and incinerators for MSW and sludge) than the
“prevention” end, which is the opposite of what the
Blueprint intended.
It is encouraging to record that after long delays the DBO
contract for the IWMF is finally out for tender. However,
considerable controversy continues about the siting of the
facility, the first waste‐to‐energy incinerator to be built in
Hong Kong for several decades, as is evidenced by
continuing articles and letters in the papers expressing that
Shek Kwu Chau is the wrong site for it.
Many
commentators have alluded to an agreement between
Government and New Territories power brokers for not
siting the IWMF at Tsang Tsui, adjacent to WENT Landfill.
Whilst it is inevitable that political considerations have to
be taken into account to assure progress it is to be hoped
that decisions on the siting of other new waste
management facilities give especial weight to
environmental and “value for money” grounds instead of
being dictated by such political considerations.
Reported by Barry Adcock

Blueprint Progress Report Cont＇d
Not so encouraging, however, is the government
departments’ apparent lack of enthusiasm in pushing
forward with the rest of the ideas embodied in the Blueprint,
to bring them into practice as a whole. The Director of
Audit’s Report into the Environmental Protection
Department in late 2015 included much criticism for the non‐
achievement of goals, including the waste management
initiatives. Perhaps it can be best explained that the lack of
success in implementing the holistic programme set out in
the Blueprint is that the easy way out has always been taken
by following previous ideas to extend landfills and replace
incinerators rather than introducing more valuable initiatives
at the top of the waste management hierarchy like waste
charging, waste separation at source and extending Producer
Responsibility Schemes ( PRSs) to other products as a follow
up to the successful scheme introduced previously for plastic
shopping bags.
Recent weeks have given more cause for optimism. While
answering questions from members and guests after his
address to the HKWMA Spring Reception on 16th March the
new Director of Environmental Protection and Guest of
Honour, Mr. Donald Tong, was open about the problems
facing the EPD in the present political climate and was
pragmatic in mapping out initiatives to take the Blueprint
programme forward.
Particularly welcome was an
estimation of the life of the present landfills lasting until “the
late 2020s” rather than the erroneous “2015 to 2019” figures
previously quoted by government.
Further encouragement was forthcoming a few days later
when, on 20th March, the Secretary for the Environment
announced the government’s intention to proceed with
charging for the collection and disposal of MSW.
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Whilst “the devil is always in the detail” at least the
government has at long last set the ball rolling and, as
long as charging is combined with mandatory waste
separation at source, the quantities of MSW requiring
disposal will start to reduce significantly. In parallel with
the introduction of the required enabling legislation
government will have to fully engage with households
and businesses to educate them about the virtues of
the initiative and thereby assure their commitment to
playing their part in making it a success. The HKWMA
has consistently advised government over many years
that waste charging and separation at source are
fundamental components of a successful waste
management strategy so we look forward to seeing
their introduction in 2019 in accordance with the
implementation programme set out by the Secretary.
Overall the report card on the Blueprint reads: “ideas
are sound but implementation has been poor”. It is
encouraging that the new Director of Environmental
Protection appears committed to speed up the
implementation of the initiatives in the Blueprint. Also,
as we near the start of the term of a new
Administration, we trust that the new Secretary and
Undersecretary for the Environment are as
environmentally aware and responsible as the ones in
the present Administration.
Nevertheless, the HKWMA and its members remain
committed to the Blueprint and the Plan and will
continue to support initiatives to implement their
policies and achieve their targets in a timely manner.

Reported by Barry Adcock

Municipal Solid Waste Charging Scheme
Once and for all? Not Quite!
The chairman of Hong Kong Waste Management Association was invited by RTHK Radio 3's BackChat to share his
views regarding Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) Charging Scheme announced on 20 March 2017.
Victor commented “As waste management professionals, we see the MSW Charging Scheme as something we wanted
badly yesterday! The host asked my opinion if the scheme would truly solve the waste problems in Hong Kong; my
instinctive response was, without this, nothing would be successful. Citizens in Hong Kong need a more visible wake
up call for a serious paradigm shift. When we are charged for MSW, we will, collectively and instantaneously, be more
mindful ‐ Should we question the amount of packaging materials for the goods we shopped? How do we apply
different wisdom to minimize our food waste generated every day? What other incentives and measures should we
demand ourselves and neighborhoods to adopt for waste reduction and further recycling? “
The spot light is now on how the government should charge every household effectively and fairly. Debates have been
focused on the acceptable manner for monitoring participation and the level of compliance amongst the stakeholders
from public housing, private housing, with or without the involvement of property management companies. Often
times residents are not unwilling to throw less or recycle more and facility managers do not view the initiatives as non‐
productive or unpopular to support. In most instances stakeholders are lacking proper channels to identify the right
outlets, while, ironically, there are recyclers feeling desperate pressure to collect enough useful resources which have
been mistakenly identified as waste. Outside Hong Kong, proven technologies for up‐cycling are readily available and
the recycling industry has been viewed as one of the high valued added economies and this is a gap that needs to be
further bridged.
The dilemma could actually be tackled by some proactive approaches by government. MSW charging is merely the
initial step in the chain. Our traditional Laissez faire approach needs to be "retired". When citizens start to rethink their
behavior and more recyclables are segregated for the recyclers, a more determining green purchasing policy by the
government will be critical for the survival of locally made recycled products. With the larger demand driving down
the cost of recycled products, private entities will then naturally join hands to follow the biggest purchaser.
Furthermore, green taxes and different innovative policies supporting the local recycling industry are necessary, for
they have struggled through a very thin margin amid the external competitions and lower labor costs from mainland
China. Look around the other successful cases in Europe and a few Asian countries, their administrations have been
incubating recyclers for investing advanced technologies until the time when they become well built and fit for
survival. Supporting the recycling industry will not only induce a market pull for recycling but also reduce the overall
costs of waste management.

HKWMA Chairman Victor Li speaking live on RTHK3 BackChat

Change, is in the air as we aspire for a sustainable future.. Let's not call our post‐consumables “waste”. They are
resources that have been misplaced but fit perfectly in the new era of circular economy.
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Reported by Victor Li

HKWMA Spring Cocktail Reception,
16 March 2017
The Spring Cocktail Reception is a traditional event held by the Hong Kong Waste Management Association and this
year attracted a record attendance of members and guests whom have interest and support towards the Waste
Management Industry in Hong Kong
Prior to the formal proceedings of the evening members networked and enjoyed the hospitality of the Hong Kong Club
before the Chairman of the association introduced the guest of honour Mr Donald Tong, Permanent Secretary of the
Environment (PSE) and Director of Environmental Protection, who has served with the Government for more than 34
years and addressed members the Government’s thoughts, plans and insights into new developments and updates on
the broad ranging environmental portfolio under his administration.
The Permanent Secretary of Environment (PSE) acknowledged that the HKWMA and its members are important
stakeholders and partners in tackling Hong Kong’s waste management.
The PSE commenced his addressed by reminding members of the Government’s Blueprint “Use less, Waste Less” and
the measures and initiatives that were being taken to work towards the target of reducing MSW per capita by 40%.
The PSE advised that the Blueprint covered three important areas, namely 1) Reducing waste generation at source
through policy measures, 2) Provision of environmental infrastructure and 3) Raising awareness and education.
The PSE continued his address by outlining the work done so far in these three main areas and highlighted the success
of PRS for Plastic Shopping Bags that had achieved a further 25% reduction upon extending the scheme in 2015;
behaviour change in reducing food waste by 7% since launch of food wise campaign in 2013 and the implementation
of T Park to reduce special waste disposal to landfill by 35% and provide a showcase for recovering energy from waste.
The PSE was mindful to reflect on how well as a community we were doing to achieve the Blueprint target and advised
that MSW disposal had increased by 4% in 2015, with much of this increase being attributable to the C&I sector. This
meant that per capita disposal stood at 1.39kg/person and was higher than comparable developed cities and our
recycling recovery rate stood at 35% and was lower than comparable developed cities.
The PSE reflected that these statistics required Government and the community to work together and from the
perspective of Government the PSE outlined the further measures being taken by Government. He highlighted that
PRS(WEEE) and PRS(Glass Beverage Containers) would be implemented in the coming years and the first WEEE
Treatment and Recycling Facility would commenced operation in mid 2017 and would thereafter be complemented
with supportive legislation for WEEE collection and control of WEEE in and out of Hong Kong.
Members and guests enjoying the reception
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Reported by David Pegg

HKWMA Spring Cocktail Reception
Cont＇d
Cont’d
He further reported that three contractors had been invited to collect glass for eco‐pavers and that
enhancement of green procurement and enhancement of specifications for recycled material content
were being progressing.
The cornerstone of the Blueprint was indicated as being MSW Charging and the PSE advised that
Government would soon be unveiling its proposals and introducing draft legislation for consideration
by Legco with the target of having full implementation by Q2/2019 allowing for a period of planning
by residential, commercial and industrial sector participants. The PSE highlighted the success of
similar schemes in Taipei and Seoul but was mindful that behavioural change takes time and that the
MSW charging scheme was an initial step to gain support and build awareness and whilst not
necessarily being perfect it was essential to drive a step change in waste management.
The PSE concluded his address by providing an outlook on the further waste initiatives on the drawing
board including the development of Community Green Stations in all 18 districts, plans for a network
of Organic Treatment Facilities and studies aimed as assessing source separated food waste collection,
feasibility studies for PRS(Plastic Containers) and implementation of IWMF1 by Year 2024. He advised
that waste management had made evolving issues needing support of the community and
stakeholders like HKWMA.
The Chairman invited members to raise any questions and the PSE further elaborated on plans for
landfill extension and revitalisation and the timeline for implementation of MSW charging. The
chairman presented the PSE with an e‐certificate of appreciation.
The chairman then informed members of the measures and initiatives the HKWMA had been taken to
encourage students and young talent to join the waste management industry.

Event

Guest of Honour, Mr Donald Tong, DEP and PSE

Reported by David Pegg

Two Coast Forum Macau,
November 2016
The 10th Two‐Coast Forum on Sustainable Solid Waste
Management organized by the Macau Institution of
Engineers (MIE) was held on 4‐5 November 2016 at the
University of Macau. The annual forum was co‐organized
by the China Association of Urban Environmental
Sanitation (CAUES) from Mainland China, the Chinese
Institute of Environmental Engineering (CIEnvE) from Tai
wan and the Hong Kong Waste Management Association
(HKWMA). More than 150 delegates, ranging from
government officials, scholars, engineers and professional
experts in the waste management field, participated in
the forum. The forum provided a platform to share views
on the current practice on solid waste management
together within the region, where the latest technology
and experiences on recycling, incineration and waste‐to
energy were shared among experts in Mainland China,
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau.
The opening ceremony was followed by a presentation by
Ms. Shan‐Kun CHEN, Deputy Secretary of CAUES, on the
current conditions of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) in
Mainland China. With respect to the goals stated in the
13th Five‐year Plan, she urged that reviewing the current
waste management system and upgrading the outdated
machinery would be essential in the future development
in China.
In the keynote speeches, Mr. Zhi‐Shi WANG, Director of
Macau Environmental Research Institute, mentioned
Macau has been relying heavily on imported energy.
Hence, a strategic innovation for urban solid waste would
be required where the concept and utilization of urban
mine would steer Macau to sustainability.

Event

Mr. Lian‐Hai REN, Professor of Beijing Technology and
Business University, delivered a speech on the
characteristics of different technologies employed in
treating commercial and industrial food wastes. The
various treatment methods, along with suitable pre‐
treatment equipment, problems encountered in
anaerobic digestion and the uncertainty of potential
market for biogas were shared and discussed.

In order to lead a company towards success in being
responsible in waste management, Ms. Rebecca DONN
ELLAN , Director of Sustainability at MGM, shared the
importance of monitoring, auditing and engaging different
parties in executing waste management programs.

Mr. Hsiao‐Kan MA, Professor of Department of Mechanical
Engineering, National Taiwan University, discussed the
current treatment methods of Waste Electrical and
Mr. Victor LI, Chairman of HKWMA, emphasized the Electronic Equipment (WEEE) in Taiwan. He further
unique combination of hard and soft policies that have highlighted the differential fee applied to manufacturers
been the key to success in solid waste management in and the fund payable to support the recycling industry.
Hong Kong. Through his presentation, delegates learnt
about the latest development of the waste management
industry in Hong Kong where attention was drawn to the
infrastructure initiated by the government, such as the
Sludge Treatment Facility, the Organic Waste Treatment
Facilities (OWTFs), the Waste Electrical and Electronic
Equipment Treatment and Recycling Facility (WEEETRF)
and the Integrated Waste Management Facility (IWMF).
The latest policies on waste management, including the
provision of the Recycling Fund to sponsor corporates
that contribute to the recycling field, and the future
plans and challenges were shared in order to show Hong
Kong’s determination in tackling global climate change.
Mr. Shih‐King SUN, Deputy General Manager of Sinotech
Engineering Services Ltd., shared the current situations
and future plans for incineration in Taiwan. As one of
the leading players in the region, Taiwan has been facing
the problems of rebuilding or extending the lifetime of
incinerators. In addition to discussing the factors behind
making the above decisions, he emphasized the
application and incorporation of the 5Rs into a circular
economy in attaining the waste management goals.

Opening Speech by Victor Li

Reported by Jude Chow

Two Coast Forum Macau,
November 2016
Cont’d
Ms. Shui‐E YIN, Senior Engineer of China Urban
Construction Design & Research Institute Co., Ltd,
presented results on the analysis of the supervision of
MSW incinerator in China. She pointed out the need of
applying "what , who and how" to monitor the operation
throughout the whole process, from planning to
operation.
Mr. Wan‐Ban CH U, Environmental Monitoring Manager of
VM‐VES (HK) Limited, and his team introduced the
recently completed Sludge Treatment Facility, T‐Park, in
Hong Kong which is able to achieve both volume
reduction and energy utilization through sludge
treatment. Through combining education and leisure
purposes, the demonstration on waste‐to‐energy at the
facility received great interest among the general public.

The output compost was fully utilized within the center
as it was used for planting and landscaping at the on‐site
garden.
Delegates then headed to Macau Solid Waste
Incineration Center (澳門垃圾焚化中心) to learn more
about the latest MSW treatment status in Macau.
Treating more than 1,700 tonnes of MSW per day,
electricity generated through incineration were fed to
the electrical grid. This visit of the sole incinerator of
Macau has shown how solid waste management has put
into practice while providing valuable opportunities for
delegates to share their experiences in bringing
constructive insights towards the future of solid waste
management.

The forum concluded with a talk by Mr. Hsin‐Yi LIN,
Associate Professor of Occupational Safety and Health
Department of Chang Jung Christian University, where
factors of different solid waste treatment methods were
summarized and the potential market for Refuse Derived
Fuel was discussed.

Through speeches, presentations, sharing sessions and
visits, all delegates have acquired a deeper
understanding of the current development and coming
challenges in solid waste management. These shared
knowledge and information will steer the region to a
sustainable environment equipped with efficient solid
waste management.

On the second day of the event, a visit to the Resources
Recycling Education Center(民政總署資源再生教育中心)
was arranged. Collected glass bottles from restaurants and
hotels were fed into a glass imploder to achieve volume
reduction and saving in carbon footprint. The waste glass
was then used for making bricks and paving road. In
addition to glass waste, food waste was also treated by
the center through composting.

To bring this year’s forum to an end, Mr. Victor LI
welcomed guests to visit Hong Kong for the upcoming
2017 Two‐Coast Forum. To show the effort put in solid
waste management in Hong Kong, guests could have the
opportunity to visit the Sludge Treatment Facility, T‐Park
and WEEETRF. Thus, the experiences in policies making
and technology advancement can continue to be
shared through this platform.

Event

Visit to Macau Solid Waste Incineration Center (澳門垃圾焚化中心)

Conference Speakers and Organisers

Reported by Jude Chow

HKWMA joins APWEA
Asia Pacific Waste and Environmental Alliance
Message from the Chairman, Victor Li, Hong Kong Waste Management Association
Dear HKWMA Members,
It's our honor to announce that the HKWMA has joined the ASIA PACIFIC WASTE & ENVIRONMENT ALLIANCE
(APWEA).
The APWEA is a strategic alliance of regional waste management and recycling industry associations with the
aim to form a significant NGO in the Asia Pacific region.
The APWEA was founded in October 2015 by the following country representatives:
‐

CHINA: Guangdong Environmental Sanitation Association

‐

INDIA: National Solid Waste Association of India (NSWAI)

‐

INDONESIA: Indonesia Solid Waste Association

‐

MALAYSIA: Waste Management Association Malaysia (WMAM)

‐

PHILIPPINES: Solid Waste Association of the Philippines (SWAPP)

‐

SINGAPORE: Waste Management & Recycling Association of Singapore (MWRAS).

To learn more about the APWEA and its objectives please follow the enclosed link :
www.hongkongwma.org/hk/files/948_1_20161025r.pdf
The official MOU Signing Ceremony took place at the WasteMET Asia on November 24, 2016 in Guangzhou.
Signing Ceremony at WasteMet Asia

News

In the News
Government Announcement on MSW Charging

9th Asia Pacific Landfill Symposium
The University of Hong Kong hosted the 9th Asia
Pacific Landfill Symposium with a theme of
Integrated Waste Management and Sustainable
Landfilling. The event was held over three days
between 9‐11 November 2016.

ECO Park Tyre Recycling Facility
Opens

On Fat Lung became the latest Eco Park tenant
and hosted an opening ceremony on 3 March
2017 for their new tyre recycling facility.
The Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce hosted the
Secretary for Environment, Hon Mr. KS Wong on 13 March 2017 to
introduce the framework and implementation arrangements for
the forthcoming MSW Charging Scheme. He was joined by four
industry panelists who shared best practices of waste management
and their views on the proposed MSW Charging arrangements.
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The facility processes used tyres to separate
rubber beads, waste fibre and steel wire to enable
the recyclables to be re‐used in rubber products
such as rubber mats, rubber tiles and rubber
bricks.

WEEE Transformer
Jointly organized by the Hong Kong Waste Management Association, the
Environmental Division and Control, Automation and Instrumentation Division of
the Hong Kong Institution of Engineer a Technical Seminar was held 14 February
2017 at the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers on the Waste Electrical and
Electronic Equipment Treatment and Recycling Facility in Hong Kong.
Mr. Nigel Mattravers, Director & General Manager, ALBA Integrated Waste
Solutions (Hong Kong) Ltd presented an overview of the facility that had been
awarded by the Environmental Protection Department to ALBA IWS to design,
build and operate the first of a kind Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment
Treatment and Recycling Facility (WEEETRF) in Hong Kong, which is a sophisticated
E‐Waste management service to individuals and organizations.
WEEETRF is an integrated one stop solution
for the establishment of a comprehensive E‐
Waste collection network to processing
materials in an environmentally sound
manner. The speaker shared how to collect,
sort, detoxicate, dismantle and recycle
television
sets,
washing
machines,
refrigerators, air conditioners, as well as
computers and certain associated devices
including printers, scanners, and monitors.
With latest state of the art German
technology, it will be able to deliver an
exceptional recycling rate of over 80%.

Source: Alba website www.weee.com.hk

Seminar

WMAM Annual Conference 2017
Holistic Waste Management and Market Potential in Asia Pacific
Our chairman Victor Li and vice‐chairman Jude Chow attended the 2017 Annual
Conference & Gala Dinner organized by the Waste Management Association of
Malaysia (WMAM) during 6‐7 April 2017, at Melaka, Malaysia.
The theme of this year is Holistic Waste Management & Market Potential in Asia
Pacific. The Global Waste Management Outlook (GWMO) from the UN
Environment Programme (UNEP) suggests that holistic management of the
world’s solid waste problem could cut annual greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by
up to 20% while generating green jobs, improving public health and saving
countries billions of dollars.
Having welcomed over 100 delegates visiting Melaka, one of the historical cities
of Malaysia, the Chief Minister of Melaka, The R. Hon. Datuk Seri Utama Ir. Haji
Idris Haji Haron, officiated the conference, and pledged the vision to transform
Melaka into a Green Technology City State by 2020.
The conference brought to light some of the issues and challenges facing the
waste management industry, and at the same time, blazed a trail for ideas and
solutions, in hopes to make a difference. While other professional counterparts
from France, Spain, Japan, India, Thailand and Malaysia presented their insights
on holistic management, treatment technologies, recovery facilities and end of
pipe business opportunities, the delegates were, in particular, keen to enquire
about the challenges and opportunities of Hong Kong situation. Victor Li also
stressed the importance of nurturing the young talents and integration of
software – policies, management approach, citizen practices with the hardware –
waste treatment & recycling technologies.
The WMAM is one of the members of the Asia Pacific Waste & Environment
Alliance (APWEA); the HKWMA has joined the alliance last November for
knowledge exchange and potential collaboration within the region.
The WMAM will be organizing the ISWA 2018 World Congress ‐ Sustainable
Consumption towards Waste Minimization, during 22‐24 October 2018 at Kuala
Lumpur Convention Centre, KL, Malaysia.

Conference

Student Chapter Update
The HKWMA Executive Committee, together with the Young Members
Committee, have been actively promoting careers in Waste Management to
young members and have been promoting a Student Chapter since 2015.
There are now 162 student chapter members with a further 45 students
joining in the last round of communication presentations conducted in March
and April 2017 at Hong Kong University, Hong Kong Polytechnic University and
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology.
This strengthening of the student chapter has further established links
between students and active professionals in waste management and to act as
a bridge for young talent to experience first hand the opportunities available
in the industry through internships, knowledge transfer, mentorship, site visits
and continued education.

YMC

Baguio Recycling Centre and NAMI Site Visits
NAMI Site Visit

Baguio Site Visit
On the 18th March 2017, HKWMA
organized a visit to Baguio Recycling
Centre in Fanling.
The 35,000 sq. ft. facility is a material
recovery facility handling various
types of recyclables. The site mainly
receive wastes from more than 3000
3‐colors recycling bins located in 18
districts. During the visit, Baguio
demonstrated the sorting process of
plastic waste collected from the
recycling bins. The waste is firstly
unloaded and spread on the transport
belt, then the staffs screened the
recyclable waste. The screened waste
then passed to the baler for
compression and packaging and ready
to send to the collector.
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The centre also offers confidential
waste destruction service. Confidential
waste such as confidential documents,
CDs, hard disks, product samples,
expired goods or fake products, etc,
are shredded in the centre and become
recyclable.
After the visit, Baguio staffs and
HKWMA
members
share
their
experiences and opinions on waste
management in Hong Kong. The visit
was a great success. We take this
opportunity to thank Baguio for their
arrangement of the visit.

HKWMA organized a visit to Nano and
Advanced Materials Institute Limited
(NAMI) on 11th February 2017 in
Science Park.
NAMI’s representatives first shared the
background of this research centre,
how it was established and designated
by the innovation and Technology
Commission of the Hong Kong
Government as a Research and
Development Centre for nano‐
technology and advanced materials,
the extent of work and and how their
research were funded.
Then the second part was about their
research on waste recycling. NAMI
aims to research recycled products
that can use in local context. Some of
NAMI’s research products which were
invested by business and potential
projects that are pending for funding
include turning tyres into paving block,
production of biodiesel from HK food
waste, extraction of Hyaluronic Acid for
skin care products from eggshell,
turning glass to tiles, etc.

Reported by Ray Wan

Close to the end of the visit, NAMI
demonstrated in small scale how volume
of polystyrene can be reduced using a
solvent and explained how it can be
regained
using
supercritical
CO2
extraction process. This demo showed
how this could apply in logistics of bulky
polystyrene boxes. The demo aroused lots
of interests.
The visit was a success with an interactive
Q&A session between NAMI and
participants. The visit provided another
perspective on waste and showed
HKWMA members the potential of waste
recycling in Hong Kong. We take this
opportunity to thank NAMI for their
arrangement of the visit.

Reported by Kitty Lee

Forthcoming Events for your Diary
Membership Renewal
•

A polite reminder to all members that membership is now pending renewal and
we appreciate you ongoing support and membership for the year ahead.

HKWMA Gives Its Opinion
•

Consultation on Use of Underground
Space in Hong Kong, Dec 2016

Forthcoming Events
•

Recycling and Waste Management Exhibition, 6‐8 Sept 2017, Gyeonggi‐do, Korea

•

WasteMET Asia, Singapore, 19‐20 October 2017

•

Eco Expo Asia, Hong Kong, 26‐29 October 2017

•

Two Coast Forum, Hong Kong, 17‐ 18 November 2017
•

BEC Enviroseries Conference, Hong Kong, 16 May 2017, Circular Economy:
Towards a Resource Efficient Hong Kong

Public Engagement for Hong Kong
2030+: Topical Discussion Session on
"Creating Capacity for Sustainable
Growth" held on 21 January 2017

•

HKIE Environmental Division Annual Forum, 27 April 2017, Emergence of
Environmental Management and Engineering in the Development of Hong Kong
into a World City

Written opinion on Producer
Responsibility Scheme on Waste
Electrical and Electronic Equipment

•

Participation in pubic hearing on MSW
Charging held on 29 May 2017

2nd international Conference on Biological Waste as Resource, 25‐28 May 2017,
Hong Kong Polytechnic University

•

Written opinion on Food Waste
Collector Registration Scheme

Recently Completed Events
•
•

•

Event

HKWMA Gives Its Support
•

WasteMET Asia, Guangzhou, 23‐25
November 2016

•

HKIE Environmental Division Annual
Forum, Hong Kong, 27 April 2017

